Real Estate Investment
for the Yachting Life
Important decisions must be made regarding where and when to buy.
BY JOHN BROWNLEE
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MOST OWNERS OF MEDIUM TO LARGE BOATS OR YACHTS dream of investing in a second home or a retirement property somewhere by the sea, where they can cruise or fish in beautiful waters unfamiliar to them and take
maximum advantage of their vessel ownership. But when researching your options for such a purchase, you can
quickly become mired in myriad questions: Should we invest domestically or abroad? Atlantic, Pacific, Caribbean, or
Mediterranean? What about security and ease of ingress/egress? And of course, where would it be wisest to invest
hard-earned capital from a financial standpoint?
These are all solid and admittedly perplexing questions, but
ones you must deal with to ensure you make the right choice
for you and your family if and when you choose to invest some-

where. So let’s look into these options and attempt to break
them down into manageable groups, thereby focusing in on
what may be the perfect option for you and yours.

DOMESTIC OR INTERNATIONAL?
Obviously, many enticing options exist for
boating-based real estate investment in the US.
The waters of New England have beckoned to
yachtsmen for decades, with the islands of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket serving as excellent
bases of operation for exploring the Cape Cod
area and the Elizabeth Islands. Both Long Island,
New York, and Block Island, Rhode Island, offer
exquisite options for exploring Long Island Sound
and its surrounding waters.
The Outer Banks of North Carolina offer excellent
access to some of the best fishing in America, for
those so inclined, and the marshlands of South
Carolina’s low country and its barrier islands have
grown over the years into some of the most highly sought after real estate in the land.
Florida has long been a top investment destination for those fleeing northern winters, but a great
many seasonal visitors have turned into full-time
residents. The Stuart/Jupiter/Palm Beach region
provides world-class housing and superb boating
access, with the Bahamas only a short ride away
across the Gulf Stream.
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The Florida Keys offer excellent real estate opportunities, but necessitate relatively shallow drafts,
as there are only a couple of deep water harbors
that can handle large yachts: Ocean Reef Club in
North Key Largo, and Key West.
The Gulf Coast remains a popular spot for fishermen, with Sarasota and Panama City, Florida,
growing rapidly as hot investment markets, and
Orange Beach, Alabama, and Biloxi, Mississippi, becoming prominent as well. Coastal Texas
likewise serves as a base for many real estate
investors, with Port O’Connor leading the charge.
On the real West Coast, as Californians like to call
it, many great options exist as well. San Diego
has always been a top spot for those wishing to
explore Mexico’s Baja Peninsula from the US side,
and the Newport/Dana Beach area gives you
access to all of the considerable amenities Los
Angeles has to offer.
Further north, the Pacific Northwest beckons to
those who prefer cooler climates and the incredible scenery of that beautiful part of the world.
The waters of Puget Sound and access to the Inside Passage north past British Columbia toward
Alaska offer some of the most scenic cruising
grounds anywhere.
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INTERNATIONAL OPTIONS
While domestic options always entice, many
of us long to own a second home in a foreign
land, an exotic place unlike home where we can
explore new waters and cultures different from
our own. Many great options exist here, too.
For those on the West Coast and in the Gulf of
Mexico region, Mexico makes a lot of sense,
and for many of us, that means Baja California.
For years, Baja real estate meant Cabo San Lucas, and Cabo has assuredly grown into a major
investment center for people from around the
world. But now, a new Baja option has become
a reality.

COSTAS PALMAS

The new Costa Palmas development on the Sea
of Cortés about 45 miles north of the San Jose
del Cabo airport will feature a 250-slip marina
capable of accommodating even mega-yachts,
and this new marina will be the only such facility
between San Jose del Cabo and La Paz to the
north. A Four Seasons resort will anchor this
new development, providing unrivaled access
to the Sea of Cortés and easy cruising to ports
along Mexico’s west coast from Mazatlán to
Acapulco.
On the Atlantic side, the Bahamas have always
served as a prime investment opportunity for
cruising yachtsmen and anglers, with sparkling
clear waters and numerous places with high-value real estate potential. The top Bahamian
markets include the Abacos, with Elbow Cay/
Hopetown and Marsh Harbour serving as longtime favorites, and the newer development of
Bakers Bay at the north end of Great Guana Cay
as the hottest of the new developments.
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Harbour Island, off the northeast corner of Eleuthera, has long been a favorite of those looking
for an upscale getaway, and the Exumas chain is
a favorite as well. But for the old-school crowd,
nothing beats the stylish Lyford Cay development at the western end of New Providence
Island, home to the Bahamas capitol of Nassau.
Then there’s the Caribbean. So many excellent
options exist here it’s hard to know where to
start. From the Virgin Islands to the north (St.
Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix on the US side,
and Tortola and Virgin Gorda on the British), all
the way south to Trinidad and Tobago, you have
almost limitless opportunities amidst what may
be the most exquisite cruising grounds on the
planet.
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GOING REMOTE
Even more adventurous investment opportunities exist, of course: the Med, Africa, South America, and Hawaii. The further one gets
from home, though, the more difficult logistics become and perhaps, the less likely you will use the real estate in question as often as
you would something a little closer to your base.
When considering investment possibilities, first make a realistic assessment of your own risk tolerance. Are you risk averse, and might
be more comfortable with a sure bet like a domestic investment, or maybe somewhere in between, where a foreign investment in a
known and established area makes sense? Or are you a gambler, ready to buy that vacation home in Kenya, pirates be damned?
Perhaps the most important consideration, especially if you have family you hope will join you in your exciting new acquisition,
involves ease of getting there. It’s simply common sense to assume that the harder it is and longer it takes to get somewhere, the less
likely people will actually come on a regular basis. Proximity to a major international airport is paramount if you’re looking overseas,
and handy even if you’re looking domestically. Ease of access makes it far more likely your investment will get used.

SECURITY
Some research into security makes sense, too. Look into crime rates where you’re going, both petty theft and violent crime. And if
you’re looking abroad, seek out governmental stability in a land friendly to foreign investment. Know the rules for such investment
because many countries place confusing restrictions on foreign investment that must be dealt with beforehand so you’re absolutely
certain what you’re investing in. A good local attorney can help navigate these sometimes murky waters.
Finally, if you’re looking overseas, research the relative strength of the US dollar versus the local currency. You can find real bargains in
certain areas by doing so, helping to ensure that your money gets well spent to create lasting value for you and your family.
By adhering to some simple yet necessary criteria when looking to invest in that perfect second home or retirement villa where you
can truly enjoy your yachting lifestyle, you’ll acquire a special place where you and your family will gather for years to come and create lasting memories far more valuable than money.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NEW COSTA PALMAS MARINA AND REAL ESTATE OWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT FOUR SEASONS RESIDENCES, LOG ONTO
COSTAPALMAS.COM

